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The Joint Statement of the Kobe Global Conference

1. Background

Upon entering the 30th year since the occurrence of the Great Hanshin—Awaji Earthquake, Kobe City would like
to express once again its deep gratitude for the encouragement and support from around the world. Having
experienced an unprecedented disaster, Kobe City has successfully recovered thanks to generous support from
within and outside Japan, developed a disaster—resilient city, and actively supported other disaster—affected
areas over the past 30 years.

On the other hand, natural disasters are becoming more severer, more frequent, and more diverse, such as floods
and wildfires, due to impacts of climate change around the world, and more municipalities are exposed to disasters
of unprecedented scale. Amid such circumstances, there is a greater need for cities across the globe to share
their experiences and initiatives through city—to—city collaborations and the system to support such
collaborations are also increasing.

At the Kobe Global Conference — 30 Years after the Earthquake: Recovery and Beyond —, the participating cities
and regions learned and deepened the understanding of natural disasters and discussed preparations for future
disasters and development of resilient cities through sharing experiences and initiatives for urban resilience,
including through the case of Kobe City's natural disaster experiences and lessons learned.

2. Roles to be played by cities
The participating cities and regions shared disaster management and prevention measures and reconstruction
initiatives and identified the common role that cities should play for the future.
(1) Common issues cities face
— Natural disasters occurring due to changes in the global environment such as climate change
— Cities need to respond to sudden natural disasters and there are limitations for city to respond singularly
against such disasters
(2) Ideal resilient cities
— Cities that minimize risks of natural disasters through practicing urban development driven by disaster
prevention and mitigation on a regular basis
— Cities that maintain administrative functions even under the effect of disasters to protect the lives and living
of residents
— Cities that equitably distribute relief and reconstruction efforts.
(3) Specific initiatives to realize the ideal state
— Urban measures against climate change
— Promotion of disaster prevention digital transformation
— Optimization of municipal human resources
— Support for self—help and mutual help by residents
(building community, conducting disaster prevention education and awareness raising at normal times)
— City—to—City and Multilevel collaborations through organizations like UCLG, ICLEI, C40 and others.

3. Conclusion

It is indispensable for the city to take measures against natural disasters and improve its resilience. Municipalities,
as a closest government institution to the residents, have significant roles to play, and it is especially important
to grasp local needs accurately and decide and implement measures in a prompt manner.

Cities that participated in the Kobe Global Conference hereby state that they will continue to share knowledge
and promote exchange and aim for global—-level disaster prevention and mitigation with cooperation of the global

community to contribute to development of safe and sustainable society.
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